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Artist Biographies

Anthony Parnther 

conductor 

American conductor, Anthony Parnther, is the Music Director
and Conductor of the San Bernardino Symphony Orchestra and
the Southeast Symphony & Chorus in Los Angeles.

Recent guest conducting engagements include the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, Los Angeles Opera, Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra, Chineke! Orchestra, Simfònica de Barcelona i
Nacional de Catalunya, Jacaranda - Music at the Edge, Hear
Now Music Festival, Mann Center Festival Orchestra,
Pittsburgh Microtonal Festival, Hollywood Chamber Orchestra,
Brightwork NewMusic, and the World Opera Forum in Madrid,
Spain. 

Over the next season, Anthony will premiere Kris Bower’s
Concerto for Horn with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Tamar-
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kali Brown’s Oratorio “We Hold These Truths” with the Los
Angeles Opera, work alongside composer Anthony Davis on
his Pulitzer Prize-winning opera Central Park Five with the
Long Beach Opera, and premiere a new work for narrator and
orchestra by Oscar-winning, GRAMMY-nominated Jon Batiste,
host of The Late Show with Stephen Colbert with the Gateways
Festival Orchestra at Carnegie Hall.

Anthony has led the Hollywood Studio Symphony in recording
sessions for many international feature film and television
projects including Star Wars: The Mandalorian, Tenet, Star
Wars: Book of Boba Fett, Little, American Dad, The Hunt,
Fargo, The Way Back, The Night Of, Ghostbusters: Afterlife,
Encanto,  and Ice Age: Adventures of Buck Wild. His live
orchestral concert appearances for e-sports titan League of
Legends in Barcelona, Beijing, Seoul, and Los Angeles are
among the most widely viewed symphonic concerts in the
world, with live audiences of 50,000-75,000 spectators and a
viewership that outpaces the World Series with approximately
100 million live streaming each League of Legends Finals
Opening Ceremony concert.

Anthony has restored and performed orchestral works by
Florence Price, Zenobia Powell Perry, Margaret Bonds, William
Grant Still, Duke Ellington, and Samuel Coleridge Taylor. He
has premiered and recorded works by Anthony Davis, George
Walker, Errollyn Wallen, John Wineglass, Gary Powell Nash,
Marian Harrison, Renee Baker, James Wilson, Phillip Herbert,
Daniel Kidane, Chanda Dancy, and James Newton. In 2015,
Anthony was profiled by Los Angeles' KCET/TV as a "Local
Hero" for his extensive community outreach and advocacy for
the performance of works by Black, Latino, and Women artists. 
 
Anthony studied music performance at Northwestern University
and continued his musical studies at Yale University where he
studied orchestral conducting with Lawrence Leighton Smith
and Otto Werner Mueller.  He resides in Los Angeles.
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Daniel R. Afonso Jr. 

MSO Chorus Director 

Daniel R. Afonso Jr. has served as conductor of the Modesto
Symphony Orchestra Chorus since its foundation in 2001 and
has prepared several choral works with the ensemble. He is
also Coordinator of Vocal and Choral Studies at California
State University, Stanislaus. Afonso received a B.M.E. degree
from the Universidade do Rio de Janeiro (UNI -Rio), a M.M.
degree in Choral Conducting from the University of Missouri-
Kansas City, and a D.M.A. degree in Choral Conducting and
Pedagogy from the University of Iowa. Dr. Afonso is originally
from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and has studied conducting with
Carlos Alberto Figueiredo, Cees Rotteveel, Eph Ehly, and
William Hatcher.

Dr. Afonso has performed with choral groups in Brazil, U.S.,
and Europe, and has previously taught music at the
Conservatório Brasileiro de Música, Universidade do Rio de
Janeiro (UNI-Rio), and Doane College, Nebraska. In 1988, he
won the first prize and the best performance of Villa-Lobos
work award at the Concurso Villa-Lobos de Canto Coral, a
national choral competition sponsored by the Museu de Arte
Moderna do Rio de Janeiro. Dr. Afonso is strongly committed to
the performance of new music and has commissioned and
premiered many new choral works in the last few years,
including several of his own works as well as works by young
composition students.  He had his New York debut in 2012,
conducting Mozart’s Requiem with members of the MSO
Chorus and students from CSU Stanislaus at the Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts.

He is also a composer, arranger, and editor of choral music and
has choral works published by earthsongs, Colla Voce, and
Alliance Music Publications. He served as composer-in-
residence with the San Francisco Choral Artists during their
2014-2015 season and has also written works for the Los
Angeles Children’s Choir, the Gay Men’s Chorus of Los
Angeles, and other ensembles in the US and abroad. He has
written innumerous arrangements for the Modesto Symphony
Orchestra, including a new version of The Star-Spangled
Banner for chorus and orchestra, recently premiered at the
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opening concert for the 2015-16 concert season. Dr. Afonso is
widely recognized for his research and performance of Brazilian
choral music and continues to frequently present workshops
and lectures about the Latin American choral repertoire.

MSO Chorus 

Formed in 2001, the Modesto Symphony Chorus is a regional
ensemble of singers of all ages and experience who share a
commitment to performing concerts of the highest artistic
quality and enhancing the appreciation and enjoyment of choral
music among members and audiences alike. Under the skillful
and inspiring direction of Dr. Daniel R. Afonso Jr., the MSO
Chorus rehearses weekly and performs throughout the season
with the Modesto Symphony Orchestra and also for additional
community events.

Jennifer Lindsay 

soprano 

Lyric soprano Jennifer Lindsay has been widely praised for her
gorgeous tone and musical intelligence. As Mimì in La Bohème
with Opera Connecticut, she was lauded for her “plummy voice”
by the Connecticut Town Times, and VOICE Magazine called
her a “standout singer” for her portrayal of the pivotal character
Mary Warren in Robert Ward’s The Crucible with Opera Santa
Barbara.  Ms Lindsay joined the Metropolitan Opera as a
member of the ensemble in a new and wildly popular
production of Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, which received a
GRAMMY Award for Best Opera Recording. Equally at home in
the contemporary music scene, Ms Lindsay has appeared with
the LA Philharmonic in conjunction with Beth Morrison Projects
to perform excerpts from John Adams’ I Was Looking At The
Ceiling And Then I Saw The Sky, conducted by the composer.
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She debuted the role of Lucha in the world premiere of
HOPSCOTCH with The Industry, directed by Pulitzer Prize-
nominee Yuval Sharon, and performed the role of Tasha in
excerpts from Dylan Mattingly’s modern opera Stranger Love at
the biannual FIRST TAKE contemporary music festival co-
hosted by The Industry and wildUp, Christopher Roundtree’s
acclaimed new music ensemble. Ms Lindsay has also been a
featured soloist with the San Diego Symphony, the Pacific
Symphony, and the Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra. She
currently resides in Orange County.

Maria Dominique Lopez 

mezzo-soprano 

Praised as “a rich-voiced mezzo” (Operawire) and “a real tour-
de-force” (Splash Magazine), Mexican-American mezzo
soprano Maria Dominique Lopez has sung operatic roles and
symphonic works throughout the United States and Europe, in
addition to recording vocals for independent films and major
motion pictures (including Golden Globe and Academy Award
Winning Disney/Pixar film, “Coco”). Recent stage appearances
include Houston Grand Opera: Opera to Go!, Arizona Opera
(Dritte Dame, Die Zauberflöte; Bonita, Arizona Lady), The
Phoenix Symphony (mezzo soloist, Vaughan Williams’
Magnificat), Resonance Works / Pittsburgh (Candelas, El Amor
Brujo), Opera Memphis (Third Lady, The Magic Flute), Pacific
Opera Project (Madam Flora, The Medium; Mercédes, Carmen;
Musetta, La bohème), the world premiere at The Kennedy
Center of Jenni Brandon’s 3 Paderewskis (Ignace), the LA
premiere of Mark Weiser’s The Place Where You Started
(Samantha), New Opera West (Cybil, Celka Ojakangas’ Mirror
Game; Jenny, Ben Stevenson’s Recovered; Sara, Jeremy
Rapaport-Stein’s The Moose), Southeast Symphony (mezzo
soloist, Mahler’s Symphony No. 2), Angels Vocal Art
(Principessa, Suor Angelica), Long Beach Opera (Mezzo
Soloist, Ungala Series fundraiser), LA Opera Connects
(Waitress/Angela, the world premiere of GG Gallegos’ Another
Perfect Day; Rosina, Eli and LeRoy Villanueva’s Figaro’s
American Adventure), the
mezzo soloist in James Newton’s Mass presented by USC.
Upcoming 2022 performances include a return to Resonance
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Works / Pittsburgh (Rosa, I Am a Dreamer Who No Longer
Dreams), and as a soloist in LA Opera’s collaboration with The
Huntington Library. Maria lives in the Los Angeles area and
owns her own reiki healing practice, Ascending Arts. In addition
to reiki, Maria offers group reiki during every live music
performance to all audience members who are open to
receiving. Her goal is to help audience members tap into the
healing that music offers by creating a quantum connection
between the heart of the singer and the heart of the listener.
She is a Senior Fellow in the Eric Fütterer Vocal Studio of
Academy of Advanced Vocal Technique, and studies shamanic
and energy practices with Shaman and Reiki Master, Jamie
Jones.

Orson Van Gay, II 

tenor 

“Orson Van Gay II was an ardent Alfredo...his sound was fluent
and his high notes golden.” - Broadway World

Operatic Tenor, Orson Van Gay II, possesses a unique voice
that captivates the audience with his charisma and command of
the stage for a singer of his generation. His performances
showcase vocal talents that have brought him constant
recognition in Southern California and across the United States.

Recent and Upcoming: In the 2019-20 season, he created the
role of Raymond Santana in the world premié?re of Anthony
Davis’s Central Park Five (Pulitzer Winning Opera 2021) with
Long Beach Opera and made his role debut as Rodolfo in La
bohème with Pacific Opera Project. He was Nemorino with the
Phoenicia Int. Festival of the Voice and sang the romantic lead
of the Young Man in Last Romance with Kansas New Theater.
Equally at home as a recitalist, Mr. Van Gay has appeared in
the Portsmouth Community Concert, Inc. (VA), the Rio Hondo
College and at Carnegie Hall in a recital with Wang Wei. This
season included working with Maestro Conlon in a supporting
role at LA Opera in their production of Il trovatore and with the
LA Philharmonic in their preparation of Fidelio. He debuted as
Danilo in Pocket Opera’s The Merry Widow, followed by his
debut as The Athlete in the West Coast premiere of, I Can’t
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Breathe with Pacific Opera Project. He was Vitaliano in Long
Beach Opera’s Guistino with James Darrah directing; and
reprised his role in The Central Park Five with Long Beach
Opera in 2022. He reprised the role of Alfredo in La traviata
with Piedmont Opera. Mr. Van Gay is the proud recipient of
2022 inaugural Hurst Artist of the year award.

Mr. Van Gay has sung extensively with the Los Angeles Opera
in many venues including their “Connects”, “City of Hope”
“IAMLA, series. He debuted the role of Bernard Curson in the
world premiè?re of Figaro 90210 with the company and was
Ramerrez in The Prospector in two different seasons. Other
operatic roles include Alfredo (La traviata), Ben (The Night of
the Living Dead) and the title roles of Candide and Orpheus.

He joined the Cal Philharmonic Orchestra in celebration of
Leonard Bernstein’s 100th anniversary and Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 9 as tenor soloist at Walt Disney Concert Hall.
Reviewed by George van Wagner he stated, “beautifully sung
and strongly acted...audience members were visibly moved.”
He has sung the haunting role of Orlando in The Industry’s
nationally acclaimed production of Hopscotch. In addition to
performing in the romantic and Germanic languages of opera,
Mr. Van Gay was selected to perform in Mandarin last season
making his debut with SINO U.S. Performing Arts Organization
as tenor soloist for their concert series with performances in
Los Angeles and Phoenix, Arizona.

He premiered Golden; a composition based on the life of Polish
composer, Igancy Paderewski by Nathan Wang in Los Angeles
and sang the role of Prince in the world premie?re of Ricky Ian
Gordon’s Morning Star.

He holds a Bachelor of Science in Vocal Performance from Old
Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia and has been honored
by the NATS organization in first place on several occasions.

As a native of southern California, Mr. Van Gay is also an actor
in several nationally recognized television series. He has been
featured in major television commercials and starred on a
variety of shows for Netflix; including foreign film and television.
He co-starred on the Disney series Coop & Cami Ask the World
.

Colors of a Lyric by Orson Van Gay, II

Releases May 14, 2023

“After performing for nearly two decades, I was often asked, "do
you have a record available?" I often referred fans to my
website or YouTube where they could find highlights from
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operatic performances. The pandemic gave me the time to
reflect and curate some of my favorite arias. I wanted to give
the world a sneak peak into the pieces that have helped shape
and inspire my journey, as an artist. As a budding musician, I
remember listening to the iconic opera singers and thinking,
'this is how I want to connect to humanity!" This has been a
labor of love brought to fruition through years of performances.
I hope you enjoy.”

Learn more on Bandcamp >

 

Zachary Gordin 

baritone 

Praised for his “arresting musical insights” and a voice that is
“commanding and intense without ever descending into
coarseness” (The Seattle Times), Zachary Gordin has been
active in many facets of the Classical Music industry. He has
established himself as a leading baritone soloist, collaborative
pianist, conductor, organizational consultant, and artist mentor;
training singers who perform in the world's great opera houses
and concert halls. 

His debut disc: Amour sans ailes - Songs of Reynaldo Hahn on
the MSR Classics label was named "Best Lieder Recording of
2017" by Voix des Arts. On the operatic stage Gordin is well
known for his performances of Joseph De Rocher in Jake
Heggie’s Dead Man Walking, a role that won him critical
acclaim when he premiered it at Dayton Opera in 2015. Other
major roles include Count Almaviva in Le Nozze di Figaro,
Escamillo in Carmen, Silvio in Pagliacci, Aeneas in Dido and
Aeneas, Enrico in Lucia di Lammermoor, and Germont in La
traviata. A veteran of the concert and recital stage, Gordin’s
recent engagements include performances with San Francisco
Symphony, Oakland Symphony, Sacramento Philharmonic,
YOSA Philharmonic, Bay Area Rainbow Symphony, Olympic
Music Festival, and many others.

During his early childhood, he was inspired by his Great-
Grandfather, an organist, and began training as a pianist at a
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young age. His commitment to education and access to the arts
reinforces his work as General and Artistic Director of Festival
Opera. He has served on the voice faculty of Sonoma
State University and Santa Clara University, as a judge for
regional and national voice competitions, and has given
master classes at some of the country’s most renowned opera
companies and schools. Gordin is also widely recognized as
a frequent presence on Barihunks, a site dedicated to
physically fit and vocally gifted operatic baritones from around
the globe.

Program Notes

Requiem, K. 626 (completed by Robert Levin) 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Requiem, K. 626 (completed by Robert Levin)

Composer: born January 27, 1756, Salzburg, Austria; died
December 5, 1791, Vienna

Work composed: 1791. Mozart died before completing the
Requiem, an anonymous commission from 
Count Franz Walsegg von Stuppach. The Requiem was
originally finished by one of Mozart’s students, Franz Xaver
Süssmayr. The version heard in these concerts was realized
and completed by musicologist Robert Levin in 1991.

World premiere: Helmuth Rilling conducted the first
performance of Levin’s realization in August 1991 at the
European Music Festival in Stuttgart.

Instrumentation: soprano, alto, tenor and bass soloists, SATB
chorus, 2 bassoons, 2 basset horns (or clarinets), 2 trumpets,
3 trombones, timpani, organ, and strings

Estimated duration: 53 minutes

The mysterious circumstances surrounding Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart’s Requiem have lent the work an aura of romance and
intrigue almost as compelling as the music itself. In the summer
of 1791, Count Franz Walsegg von Stuppach sent a messenger
to Mozart with an anonymous commission for a Requiem
intended to honor Walsegg’s late wife. Walsegg, an amateur
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musician, had a habit of commissioning works from well-known
composers and then claiming them as his own, hence his need
for anonymity and subterfuge. Chronically hard up, Mozart
accepted the commission. He completed several sketches
before putting the Requiem aside to finish Die Zauberflöte and
La Clemenza di Tito and to oversee a production of Don
Giovanni.

In October 1791, in failing health, Mozart returned to the
Requiem. When Mozart died two months later, the Requiem
remained unfinished. Mozart’s wife, Constanze, facing a
mountain of debt, asked one of Mozart’s associates, Franz
Xaver Süssmayr, to complete it. Süssmayr agreed, but his
claims of authorship of the later movements of the Requiem
have provoked sharp debates over which man wrote what,
debates that continue today.

In 1991, musicologist Robert Levin presented his ‘completed’
version of the Requiem in which he corrected what he called
Süssmayr’s “errors in musical grammar.” This version has
become preferred by conductors and ensembles; since its
premiere, there have been over 125 recordings of Levin’s
edition.

The fine attention to detail in the meaning of the words of the
requiem mass dictates the musical structure throughout. The
chorus’ heartfelt pleading in the opening lines, “Requiem
aeternam dona eis, Domine” (Grant them eternal rest, O God),
are presented in a dark minor key. This is transformed into a
promise of glowing eternity in the next sentence, “Et lux
perpetua luceat eis” (and may perpetual light shine upon them)
as the music moves into the light of a major key. The strong
Kyrie (Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy) that follows is set
in a stark fugue, Mozart’s homage to J. S. Bach.

The Sequence, which is composed of a number of short
movements, begins with the Dies Irae (Day of Wrath), whose
fiery, agitated setting and orchestral accompaniment bring the
terror and fury of the text frighteningly alive. In the Tuba mirum,
the bass soloist and a solo trombone proclaim the Day of
Judgment, followed by each of the soloists in turn. The chorus
returns to beg for salvation from hell in the powerful Rex
tremendae, which is followed by the more intimate pleading of
the Recordare, in which each of the soloists makes a personal
petition to God. The gentleness of this movement is followed by
the thunder of the Confutatis, which juxtaposes the images of
the damned consigned to the flames of hell with that of the
supplicant kneeling in prayer. Then comes the exquisite
Lacrymosa, in which the chorus grieves and sobs; The sighing
appoggiaturas of the violins echo the lamenting of the text. In
the Offertory, the chorus ends its plea for mercy with a
reminder of God’s promise to Abraham; these words are set
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into a tremendous fugue, which recurs at the end of the
graceful Hostias.

With the Sanctus comes the first wholly joyful expression of
emotion, as the chorus and orchestra together sing God’s
praises with shining exclamations in the brasses and a fugue
on the words “Hosanna in the highest.” The operatic grace of
the melody of the Benedictus, sung by the four soloists,
conveys the sense of blessedness of those “who come in the
name of the Lord;” this is followed by a recurrence of the choral
fugue from the Sanctus. With the Agnus Dei, the chorus and
orchestra return to the darkly shifting mood of the opening
movement; this culminates in the Communio, which uses the
music of the opening Requiem aeternam and concludes with
the same fugue used in the Kyrie, but this time on the words
“cum sanctis tuis in aeternam” (with Thy saints forever).

© Elizabeth Schwartz

NOTE: These program notes are published here by the Modesto Symphony Orchestra for its
patrons and other interested readers. Any other use is forbidden without specific permission
from the author, who may be contacted at www.classicalmusicprogramnotes.com

Symphony No. 3 in C minor 

Florence Price 

Florence Price

Symphony No.3 in C minor

Composer: born April 9, 1887, Little Rock, AR; died June 3,
1953, Chicago

Work composed: 1938-39

World premiere: Valter Poole led the Michigan WPA
Symphony Orchestra (aka the Detroit Civic Symphony) on
November 6, 1940

Instrumentation: 4 flutes (1 doubling piccolo), 3 oboes (1
doubling English horn), 2 clarinets, bass clarinet, 2 bassoons,
4 horns, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, bass drum,
castanets, crash cymbals, gong, orchestral bells, sand paper,
slapstick, snare drum, suspended cymbal, tambourine,
triangle, wood block, xylophone, celesta, harp, and strings

Estimated duration: 28 minutes
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Florence Price, the first Black female American composer to
have a symphony performed by a major orchestra, enjoyed
considerable renown during her lifetime. Her compositional skill
and fame notwithstanding, however, the entrenched
institutional racism and sexism of the white male classical
music establishment effectively erased Price and her music
from general awareness for decades after her death in 1953.
More than 50 years later, in 2009, a large collection of scores
and unpublished works by Price were discovered in a house in
rural Illinois. Since then, many ensembles and individual
musicians have begun including Price’s music in concerts, and
audiences are discovering her distinctive, polished body of
work for the first time.

The daughter of a musical mother, Price was a piano prodigy,
giving her first recital at age four and publishing her first
composition at 11. During her childhood and teens in Little
Rock, Arkansas, Price’s mother was the guiding force behind
her piano and composition studies. In 1903, at age 16, Price
won admittance to New England Conservatory (she had to
“pass” as Mexican and listed her hometown as Pueblo, Mexico,
to circumvent prevailing racial bias against Blacks), where she
double majored in organ performance and piano pedagogy.
While at NEC, Price also studied composition with George
Whitefield Chadwick. Chadwick was an early advocate for
women composers, and he believed, as did Antonín Dvo?ák
before him, that American composers should incorporate the
rich traditions of American vernacular music into their own
work, rather than trying to imitate European styles.

Price, already inclined in this direction, was encouraged by
Chadwick; many of her works reflect the expressive, distinctive
idioms of what were then referred to as “Negro” traditions:
spirituals, ragtime, jazz, and folkdance rhythms whose origins
trace back to Africa. In 1938, Price wrote, “We are even
beginning to believe in the possibility of establishing a national
musical idiom. We are waking up to the fact pregnant with
possibilities that we already have a folk music in the Negro
spirituals – music which is potent, poignant, compelling. It is
simple heart music and therefore powerful. It runs the gamut of
emotions.”

Price’s later works, including the Symphony No. 3, fuse these
uniquely Black American musical idioms with the modernist
European language employed by many classical composers of
the day. Price explained, “[The Symphony No. 3 is] a cross
section of present-day Negro life and thought with its heritage
of that which is past, paralleled or influenced by concepts of the
present day,” specifically, her use of the expressively dissonant
harmonic language of the 20th century.
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Each of the Third Symphony’s four movements juxtaposes
elements of both musical traditions, often in opposition to one
another. The Andante; Allegro opens with a slow, pensive
introduction in which brasses and winds feature prominently.
This gives way to the Allegro’s restless, harmonically unsettled
first theme. A solo trombone introduces a contrasting second
section, featuring original melodies grounded in the Black
vernacular tradition. The pastoral quality of the Andante ma non
troppo evokes the warm serenity of a summer afternoon, while
the Juba, an African dance brought to America by enslaved
people, transmits its infectious ebullience through syncopated
rhythms and specific percussion accents, particularly the
castanets and xylophone. The closing Scherzo combines
Black-inflected rhythms and 20th-century harmonies in an
orchestral showcase full of virtuosic passages.

© Elizabeth Schwartz

NOTE: These program notes are published here by the Modesto Symphony Orchestra for its
patrons and other interested readers. Any other use is forbidden without specific permission
from the author, who may be contacted at www.classicalmusicprogramnotes.com

Celebrating Support

Thank You

The Modesto Symphony Orchestra gratefully
acknowledges the following sponsors for supporting this

weekend's post-concert receptions.

Friday, May 12, 2023

Bob Saunders

Saturday, May 13, 2023

John & Susan Wallace

Celebrating Support of the MSO

The MSO acknowledges with gratitude the following donors and sponsors
whose generosity allows the orchestra to reach new heights in music and

education. With your continued support, we are making a difference together
and enriching the lives of our community, one note at a time.

  For a full listing of donors & sponsors, click here.  

The DoubleTree by Hilton™ Modesto is the official hotel of the
Modesto Symphony Orchestra.

Media Sponsor: iHeart Media
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We would love for your feedback on their performance by filling out this
survey here. 

Photography, sound, or video recording of this performance is strictly prohibited. Please
remember to silence all electronic devices and refrain from text messaging during the concert.

Mobile devices may be used to read program notes during the concert.

Program and artists subject to change. E&OE.
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Our 2022-2023 Season

Our 2022-2023 Season Concerts

Picnic at the Pops! The Music of Elton John
September 10, 2022
E. & J. Gallo Winery Grounds

Rhapsody in Blue
October 21 & 22, 2022

Rachmaninoff & Sibelius
November 11 & 12, 2022

Holiday Pops!
December 2 & 3, 2022

Holiday Candlelight Concert
December 20, 2022
St. Stanislaus Catholic Church

Barber & Brahms
February 10 & 11, 2023

The Great American Songbook
March 17, 2023

Mozart Requiem
May 12 & 13, 2023

Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back in Concert
June 2 & 3, 2023

2022-2023 MSYO Concerts

MSYO Season Opening Concert
November 12, 2022 at 2 pm

MSYO Spring Concert
February 11, 2023 at 2 pm

MSYO Season Finale Concert
May 13, 2023 at 2 pm

All MSYO concerts will be in the Mary Stuart Rogers Theater at
the Gallo Center for the Arts.

Celebrating Support
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https://www.modestosymphony.org/season-calendar/sept22-patp
https://www.modestosymphony.org/season-calendar/oct22-cl1
https://www.modestosymphony.org/season-calendar/nov22-cl2
https://www.modestosymphony.org/season-calendar/dec22-p1
https://www.modestosymphony.org/season-calendar/dec22-hcc
https://www.modestosymphony.org/season-calendar/feb23-cl3
https://www.modestosymphony.org/season-calendar/march23-p2
https://www.modestosymphony.org/season-calendar/may23-cl4
https://www.modestosymphony.org/season-calendar/jun23-sw5


Thank You

The MSO acknowledges with gratitude the following donors
and sponsors whose generosity allows the orchestra to reach
new heights in music and education. With your continued
support, we are making a difference together and enriching the
lives of our community, one note at a time.

For our full listing and more information about how you can give
the gift of music to our community visit
www.modestosymphony.org/support.

Modesto Symphony Orchestra Annual Fund

Conductor's Circle 

Conductor's Circle

The MSO acknowledges with gratitude the following donors for
their generous support between April 1, 2022 through April 24,
2023.  For more information about supporting the MSO, please
contact the Development Associate, Joenna Llavore at (209)
523-4156 x 101.

 

Grand Tier

$25,000+

Dianne Gagos
Col. John & June Rogers

Diamond Baton

$15,000+

Wilmar & Judith Jensen 
Dr. Richard Kendrick 

Platinum Baton

$10,000+

Robert  A. Saunders

Gold Baton
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$5,000+

Bill & Carolyn Ahlem
James Beard
Dr. Phillip & Margaret Beck
Carole Boyett
Anne & George Britton
Justin & Monique Capp
Judy & Mike Herrero
Ronald Hoffmann
Kent & Ginger Johnson
Norma Foster Maddy
Dr. Avi Nijjar
Jeff & Margaret Reed
Bonnie Strauss
Dr. James & Alice Yip

Silver Baton

$2,500+

Anonymous
Els Blom
Meredith Brandsma
Sheila Carroll
John & Suzanne Casazza
Toni Clark
Dr. Richard & Nancy Fisher
Maree Hawkins
Charles & Kathleen Holmberg
Dr. Brian & Siran Lenser
Tony & Gail McBride
Ruthann Olsen
Hanna & Dieter Renning
Carole Richard
Glenn & Sue Ellen Ritchey
Janet Rogers & Bev LaBelle
Deni Royer
Phyllis Walden

Bronze Baton

$1,650+

Suzanne Allen    
Dr. Robert Altman & Dr. Yvonne Brouard
Eric & Carol Benson
Katherine Boyd
Jason & Laura Bream
Dr. Richard Dewar
Robert & Martha Falzone
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Nancey Gagos
Rob & Jennifer Hawks
Doug & Susan Highiet
Dennis & Kathy Hoskins
Dr. James & Ingrid MacMillan
Dr. R.J. Moriconi & Anthony Alonzo
Rod & Freda Motto
Caroline Nickel & Tony Vlcek
Miriam Olsen
Steve & Pam Pallios
John & Patti Pfeffer
Dr. Lyn Raible
Donald & Donna Riley
Daphne Ritchie
Joan Rutschow
Tim & Susan Sanders
Linda Sawdey
R.V. "Bud" & Patricia Stone
Elizabeth Ustach
Burt & Polly Vasche
John & Susan Wallace
Mark & Laura Wharff

Musician's Club 

Musicians Club

The MSO acknowledges with gratitude the following donors for
their generous support between April 1, 2022 through April 24,
2023.  For more information about supporting the MSO, please
contact the Development Associate, Joenna Llavore at (209)
523-4156 x 101.

 

Benefactor

$1,000+

Betty Beard
Virgina L. Carder
John Degele
Dr. Lit & Judy Fung
Mitch & Leesa Gagos
Ernest & Ryan Gallo
Janelle Gray
John & Dina Hackett
Dr. Richard Holihan
Garrad & Dallas Marsh
Dick & Jeanine Monteith
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Katherine Olyphant-Wright
Mary Partheymuller
Joe & Joan Shimmon
Ray & Joan Simon
Steve & Jennie Zeff

 

Patron

$500+

George & Helen Badal
Christine Beckstrom
Carol Blomquist
Stephan & Nadine Bowlus
Nancy K. Brashear
William & Edith Burchell
Linda Carol
G. F. F. & R.
Richard & Victoria Higginbotham
Dr. Kriengsak & Dr. Sudjai Itsara
Dr. Robert & Susan Levy
Greg & Toni Litke
Robert & Ann Miners
Reuben & Teresa Peterson
Jeff & Barbara Quinn
Dr. Michael & Lisa Ringer
Dr. James Robinson & Kathy Kohrman
Hugh & Willie Rose
Phyllis M. Rose
Bill & Dr. Niamh Seavy
Dr. William & Yuko Swartz
Nancy Taylor
Yvonne & Ray Taylor
Dr. Mike & Kathleen Tekautz
Phil Trompetter & Dawn Cunningham
Albert & Marcella Veldstra
Beverly Winger

Sustainer

$250+

Margaret J. Barker
Hugh & Christine Brereton
Joseph Collins
Gwendolyn Combs
Dr. Walsh & Shirley Conmy
Jim & Patty Duval
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William & Bonnie Fogarty
Dr. Howard Goldor & Rhonda Kluender
Melanie A. Hardy
Douglas & Kathy Harms
Lauren Hendrix
Dirk & Gladys Hoek
Mary Ann & Mark Jensen
Diane Keller
Wayne & Elizabeth Kidwell
Ron Klinkenborg
Michael Krausnick
Mary Leonard
Lim MacFarlane & Taz McCabe
Dr. Nancy Mayer & Dr. David Canton
Dr. Robert & Katie McGrew
Ken & Debra Newburg
Dr. Roland & Kate Nyegaard
Tom & Peggy O'Donnell
Robert & Ellen Opie
Peter Pardee
Mel Picanco
Jerald & Seena Rhine
Wendy Scott
Peter & Pam Warner
Tom & Susie Wenstrup
Richard & Claudia Williams
Dr. Lynn & Susan Zwahlen

Friend

$100+

Anonymous
Yvonne Allen
Carlos & Victoria Aquino
Edward & Ann Arnold
Patricia Cantley & Federico Balderas
Carl & Marge Beckwith
Gordon & Gayle Behrens
Carol Ann Benak
Barbara Bruno
Lee & Sandra Bucknell
Michael & Barbara Cash
Dr. Michael & Jeanine Clarke
Carl & Carolyn Claybaugh
Marcus Connelly
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Cousins
Phyllis Craft
Lana Daily
Marsha Davis
Sandra De Alcuaz
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Tisha DeHaven
Michael & Paula DuBridge
Daryl & Dee Dutter
Ron & Janice Emerzian
Paul Farajian
C. Bonnie Feuer
Dr. Garry & JoAnn Found
Jo Fox
Melanie Full
Carole A. Garton
Marianne C. Giddings
Thomas Hampson & Henrietta Van Konyenburg
Brent & Donna Harrison
Jack Heinsius & Christine Olson
Ronald W. Hillberg
Neil & Sofia Hudson
Duane & Deanna Hutton
Daniel Johnson
George & Carolyn Johnson
David & Kathy Kalunian
Dr. Candy Klaschus
Michael Larson
Stan & Adele Little
Linda & Bill Low
Janice Lucero
Kim MacFarlane & Taz McCabe
Dr. Randolf Madrid & Jennifer Nagaran
Paolo & Janet Maffei
R. Cortland & Joanne Meinhardt
Dorothy Miller
John & Virginia Miller
Carl & Brenda Morris
Betty Nichols
Richard & Patricia Norquist
Jerold & Barbara Phillips
Bill Pritchard
Kathy Rasmussen
Ginger Ratto
Karin Reenstierna
Richard & Syd Robenseifner
Ronnie Robertson
Bob & Suzanne Robinson
Dr. Jerome & Corrine Robson
Hugh & Willie Rose
Ed & Mary Sai
Robert Schenone
Randy & Judge Sue Siefkin
Jan Smith
Dr. Todd & Susan Smith
Ronald & Loween Stone
Kathryn Taro
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Paul Tremayne
Tricia Turner
Dr. Bruce & Grace Valentine
Dr. Tom & Grace Van Groningen
Herman & Lynette Van Laar
Gregory & Jeri Van Vooren
Helen Vanderwall
Chick & Lynda Venturini
Gay Walker
George Walker
Dr. Tom C. Watling
Susan Wedegaertner
Ken White & Robin Johnson
Ken & Charlotte Williams
Dr. Michael Wolterbeek & Carrie Munroe
Mary Lou York

Education Fund 

Modesto Symphony Education Fund

The MSO acknowledges with gratitude the following donors for
their generous support between April 1,2022 and April 24, 2023
.  For more information about supporting the MSO, please
contact the Development Associate, Joenna Llavore at (209)
523-4156 x 101.

 

Benefactor

Robert & Martha Falzone
Dr. Richard Kendrick
Ken Menges
Rod & Freda Motto
Robert A. Saunders
Ella Webb

Patron

Dr. Phillip & Margaret Beck
Amy Collier Carroll
Mike & Judy Herrero
Caroline Nickel & Tony Vlcek

Sustainer
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George & Helen Badal
Anne & George Britton
Sharon Cisneros
Alice Y. Renfroe
Suzanne Wilke

Friend

Edward & Ann Arnold
Christine Beckstrom
Carl & Carolyn Claybaugh
Marcus Connelly
Phyllis Craft
Marsha Davis
Randall Thelma Ellison
Ron & Janice Emerzian
Randall & Allison Epperson
Armando & Amber Flores
Melanie A. Hardy
Sofia Hudson
Michael & Claudia Krausnick
Janice Lucero
Steve & Pam Pallios
Mel & Dorothy Picanco
Ginger Ratto
Hugh & Willie Rose
Roberto & Barbara Salazar
Randy & Judge Sue Siefkin
David & Janis Sundy
R.V. "Bud" & Patricia Stone
Dave & Jan Sundy
David Tucker & Linda Lagace
Chris & Mary Walker
Susan Wedegaertner
Mary Lou York

Realized Planned Gifts 

The Modesto Symphony Orchestra is very grateful for the
following planned gifts that came to us through the generosity
of donors who made advance plans through their estate to
remember us. These donors will be long remembered for the
legacy they left by their gifts.

Estate of Alicia Aywas

Estate of Jackie Foret
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Estate of Jack & Ann Green, Endowment Fund

Estate of Jean Jepson

Estate of Lois Mayol

Institutional Giving

Corporate Partners & Foundation Support 

Celebrating Our Partners in Music

The MSO salutes our 2022-2023 Season Corporate Partners
whose generosity allows the orchestra to reach new heights in
music and education. With the continued support of the
sponsors below we are making a difference together and
enriching the lives of our community, one note at a time.

E. & J. Gallo Winery & Family

John & June Rogers, Guest Artist Sponsor
Beard Land and Investment Co.
Boyett Petroleum
Porges Family Foundation
Bright Family Foundation
DoubleTree by Hilton™ Modesto
Wille Electric Supply Company, Inc.
Make Dreams Real Endowment Fund
Modesto Subaru
Network Builders
Reed Foundation
U.S. Bank Foundation
Sunbelt Rentals
CD & Power
Garton Tractor
Antone E. & Marie F. Raymus Foundation
Teichert Foundation
Dot Foods Inc.
MOCSE Credit Union
MUFG Union Bank 
Pacific Southwest Container
Modesto Rotary  Club Foundation
Omega Nu

Media Partner: iHeart Media

To view a full listing of our Corporate Season Partners please visit
www.modestosymphony.org/partners.

Matching Gifts 

AT&T
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E. & J. Gallo Winery

G3 Enterprises

United Health Group

Memorial & Tribute Gifts

Memorials 

The MSO is grateful for the generosity of the following donors
who made tributes to loved ones, between April 1, 2022
through April 24, 2023.

 

Ada Anderson
Micha Forbes
Cynthia Kanner

Dr. Roberta Anderson
Dr. Lawrence & Mary Giventer

Alicia Aywas
Dianne Gagos
Caroline Nickel & Tony Vlcek
Carole J. Richard
Robert A. Saunders

 Carol Berberian
Caroline Nickel Tony Vlcek

Jim Coleman
Caroline Nickel & Tony Vlcek

Thomas Knight

Carol Feuer
Caroline Nickel & Tony Vlcek
Robert Saunders

Lois Mayol

Suzanne Allen
Carole Boyett
Sheila Carroll
Luis and Margaret De Alcuaz
Sandra De Alcuaz
Norma Foster Maddy
Dianne Gagos
Robert and Kathleen Kaiser
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Sally Owens
Caroline Nickel & Tony Vlcek
Hugh and Willie Rose
Deni Royer
Elizabeth Ustach

 Wilma Porges
Dianne Gagos
Robert Saunders
Caroline Nickel & Tony Vlcek

Past MSO Chorus Members
Tobi Clark
Ryan Cree
Eleanor Currie
Luana Fiorini
Gordon Headrick
Ed Howard
Kathy Klein
Roy Larson
Grace Lieberman
Heidi Lofgren
Bill Nichols
Nancy Rider
Robert L. Rider
Margaret Scheuber
Elizabeth Sinclair
Maryann Victorine
Penny White

MSO Chorus

Tributes 

The MSO is grateful for the generosity of the following donors
who made tributes to loved ones, between April 1, 2022
through April 24, 2023.

Margaret Beck
Kent and Ginger Johnson

Dr. Phillip & Margaret Beck
Dianne Gagos
Carole Garton
Bob and Suzanne Robinson
Elizabeth Ustach

Dianne Gagos
Mitch and Leesa Gagos
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George Gagos
Mitch and Leesa Gagos

Barbara Padmos
John and Suzanne Casazza

Norm Porges
Carole Boyett

Dana Schaa
Robert Saunders

In Honor of Bob Saunders
William and Claudia Saunders
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